The Church and Reform: 

LIST OF PROGRESSIVE ORGANIZATIONS

Excerpt from Good Catholic Girls:  How Women Are Leading the Fight to Change the Church.

Association for the Rights of Catholics in the Church (ARCC)

Mission: To bring about substantive structural change in the Catholic Church, including shared decision-making and accountability

Founded in 1980 

P.O. Box 85 

Southampton, MA 01073 

Telephone: 413-527-9929 

Fax: 413-527-5877

Website: http://arcc-catholic-rights.net
BishopAccountability.org

Mission:  To document the sex abuse crisis and hold Catholic bishops accountable by assembling an internet collection of every publicly available document and report 

Founded in 2003

P.O. Box 541375

Waltham, MA 02454-1375

Telephone: 781-910-5467

Website: http://www.bishop-accountability.org
Call to Action USA

Mission:  To work for equality and justice in the Church and society

Founded in 1976

2135 W. Roscoe 1N

Chicago, IL 60618

Telephone: 773-404-0004

Fax: 773-404-1610

Website: http://www.cta-usa.org
Catholic Network for Women’s Equality (CNWE)

Mission: To enable women to name their giftedness and to effect structural change in the Church, reflecting the mutuality and co-responsibility of women and men 

Originally founded in 1981; established as CNWE in 1988

P.O. Box 84524 

2336 Bloor Street, Toronto, ON 

M6S 4Z7 

Canada

Website: http://www.cnwe.org
Catholic Organizations for Renewal  (COR)

Mission:  A coalition of Catholic organizations working together for reform and renewal of the Catholic Church, and for justice and peace

Founded in 1991 

18 Ruggles Street 

Melrose, MA 02176

Telephone: 781-665-5657

Fax: 718-665-5066

Website: http://www.cta-usa.org/COR.html
Catholics for a Free Choice

Mission:  To shape and advance sexual/reproductive ethics that are based on justice, reflect a commitment to women’s well being, and affirm women and men’s moral authority 

Founded in 1973 

1436 U Street NW, Suite 301

Washington, DC 20009-3997 

Telephone: 202-986-6093

Fax: 202-332-7995

Website: http://www.catholicsforchoice.org
Catholics Speak Out

Mission: To encourage Church reform, particularly equality, justice, and dialogue between laity and hierarchy on issues of sexuality, sexual orientation and reproduction

Founded in 1987 (a project of the Quixote Center) 

PO Box 5206

Hyattsville, MD 20782

Telephone: 301-699-0042

Fax: 301-862-2182

Website: http://www.quixote.org/cso
CITI (Celibacy is the Issue) Ministries/Rent A Priest

Mission: To locate, recruit, and promote the availability of married and other resigned Roman Catholic priests to fill the spiritual needs of Catholics 
Founded in 1992

P. O. Box 2850

Framingham, MA 01703-2850

Telephone: (800) 774-3789

Website: http://www.rentapriest.com
Coalition of Catholics and Survivors

Mission:  Catholics, survivors and advocates working for immediate and practical solutions to the sex abuse crisis in the Catholic Church 

Founded in 2002

396 Washington Street, H294

Wellesley, MA 02481

Telephone:  781-396-7196

Website: http://www.catholicsandsurvivors.net
Corpus—The National Association for an Inclusive Priesthood

Mission:  To promote an expanded and renewed priesthood of married and single men and women in the Catholic Church

Founded in 1974

114 Sunset Drive

Raynham, MA 02767-1383

Telephone: 508-822-6710

Fax: 508-822-6710

Website: http://www.corpus.org
Dignity USA

Mission:  To work for respect and justice for gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in the Catholic Church and the world through education, advocacy and support

Found in 1969

1500 Mass. Ave. NW, Suite #8

Washington, DC  20005-1894 

Telephone: 800-877-8797 or 202-861-0017

Fax: 202-429-9808

Website: http://www.dignityusa.org
Federation of Christian Ministries 

Mission:  To empower and prepare people for ministry, including Roman Catholic women, and to provide ministry certification 

Originally founded in 1968; established as Federation of Christian Ministries in 1973 

1905 Bugbee Road  

Ionia, MI 48846-9663

Telephone: 1-800-538-8923

Website: http://www.federationofchristianministries.org
FutureChurch

Mission:  National coalition of parish-based Catholics seeking the full participation of all baptized Catholics in Church life; addresses e.g., women in ministry, optional celibacy

Founded in 1990

15800 Montrose Avenue

Cleveland, Ohio 44111  

Telephone: 216-228-0869 

Fax: 216-228-4872

Website: http://www.futurechurch.org
Good Tidings 

Mission:   To help women and priests in clandestine relationships, women in exploitative relationships with priests, and mothers of priests’ children, to make life decisions 

Founded in 1983

PO Box 283 

Canadensis, PA 18325-0283

Telephone: 570-595-2705

Fax: 570-595-6096

Website: www.marriedpriests.org/GoodTidings.htm
Healing Voices, Inc.

Mission:  Lay Catholics and people of faith who promote healing and advocacy for survivors of sexual abuse by clergy and religious leaders by building a caring community 

Founded in 2001

PO Box 142

Frederick, MD 21705 

Telephone: (301) 788-2663

Website: http://www.healingvoices.org
International Movement We Are Church 

Mission:  A global network of groups working to create dialogue to bring about the renewal and reform of the Roman Catholic Church

Founded in 1996

Website: http://www.we-are-church.org
Las Hermanas

Mission:   Hispanic women united to empower themselves and others to participate in the transformation of Church and society by sharing Hispanic culture, language, spirituality and traditions

Founded in 1971

Email: hermanasUSA@sbcglobal.net 

Website: None

Leadership Conference of Women Religious

Mission:  Association of leaders of Catholic congregations of women religious in the U.S.; concerns have included transforming women’s place in Church and society 

Founded in 1956

8808 Cameron Street

Silver Spring, MD 20910-4113

Telephone: 301-588-4955

Fax: 301-587-4575

Website: http://www.lcwr.org
The Linkup

Mission:  To foster healing, prevention, and education in the area of clergy sexual abuse

Founded in 1991

P.O. Box 429 

Pewee Valley, KY 40056

Telephone: (502) 241-5544 

Fax: (502) 241-0031

Website: http://www.thelinkup.org
Mary’s Pence

Mission:  A Catholic organization committed to women’s empowerment that collects and distributes funds to Catholic women’s grassroots ministries throughout the Americas

Founded in 1987

402 Main Street, Suite 210   

Metuchen, NJ 08840 

Telephone: 732-452-9611 

Fax: 732-452-9612  

Website: http://www.maryspence.org
National Coalition of American Nuns

Mission:   To study and speak out on issues of justice in Church and Society

National Office

12434 Klinger St.

Detroit, MI 48212

313-891-2192

Website:  None

Network

Mission:  National Catholic social justice lobby that educates, lobbies and organizes to influence the formation of federal legislation to promote economic and social justice

Founded in 1971

801 Pennsylvania Avenue SE, Suite 460 

Washington, DC 20003-2167
Telephone: 202-547-5556

Fax: 202-547-5510
Website: http://www.networklobby.org/
New Ways Ministry 

Mission: To provide a gay-positive ministry of advocacy and justice for lesbian and gay Catholics and reconciliation within the larger Christian and civil communities

Founded in 1977 

4012 29th St

Mt Rainier, MD 20712

Telephone: (301)-277-5674 

Fax: (301)-864-8954

Website: http://mysite.verizon.net/~vze43yrc
North American Conference of Separated and Divorced Catholics

Mission:  Healing and recovery of those who have experienced separation and divorce

Founded in 1974

PO Box 10

Hancock, MI 49930


Telephone: 906-482-0494

Fax: 906-482-7470

Website: http://www.nacsdc.org

Partners in Preaching
Mission:  To prepare and support women and men, ordained and lay, to share in the Church’s ministry of liturgical preaching
Founded in 1997
7136 Arbor Glen Drive
Eden Prairie, Minnesota 55346-3114
Telephone: (952) 975-9470
Website: http://www.partnersinpreaching.org
Quixote Center

Mission:   Justice and peace organization working for structural change in the Church and society; operates various programs, including Priests for Equality and Haiti Reborn. 

Founded in 1976

PO Box 5206

Hyattsville, MD 20782

Telephone: 301-699-0042

Fax: 301-862-2182

Website: http://www.quixote.org
The Rainbow Sash Movement

Mission:   Calls on churches to honor the experience and wisdom of lesbian and gay people, enter into dialogue, and work for justice and understanding. 

Founded in 1998

P. O. Box 178 

Elwood, Australia 3184 

Telephone: +61 3 5985 3922 

Website: http://users.bigpond.net.au/gbaird-SONGRISE/rsm/
Save our Sacrament (S.O.S.)/Reform of Annulment and Respondent Support Network

Mission:  A support and a reform network for Catholics facing annulment 

Founded in 1997

P.O. Box 5119 

Cochituate, MA 01778

Website: http://www.saveoursacrament.org/
Soulforce

Mission: An interfaith movement committed to ending spiritual violence perpetuated by religious policies and teachings against gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people.

Founded in 1998

PO Box 3195

Lynchburg, VA  

24503-0195

Telephone: (877) 705-6393

Fax: (434) 384-9333

Website: http://www.soulforce.org/
Survivors First

Mission:  To ensure that sexual abuse survivors are aware of their recovery options, and to keep kids safe; emphasis on collaboration among survivors and non-survivors 

Founded in 2002

P.O. Box 81-172

Wellesley Hills, MA 02481

Telephone: (781) 910-5467 

Website: http://www.survivorsfirst.org/
Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests

Mission:  Volunteer self-help organization that seeks healing for survivors and for the institution that hurt them; offers support groups, education and prevention 

Founded in 1989

PO Box 6416

Chicago, IL 60680-6416

Telephone: 1-877-SNAPHEALS

Website: http://www.snapnetwork.org/
Voice of the Faithful

Mission: To provide a prayerful voice, attentive to the Spirit, through which the faithful can actively participate in the governance and guidance of the Catholic Church; supports those abused by priests, priests of integrity, and shapes structural change in the Church 

Founded in 2002

P.O. Box 423

Newton Upper Falls, MA 02464

Telephone: 617-558-5252

Fax: 617-558-0034

Website: http://www.votf.org
Women-Church Convergence (WCC)

Mission:   A coalition of autonomous, Catholic-rooted organizations and groups raising a feminist voice and working for the empowerment of women in Church and society

Originally founded in 1977 (Women of the Church Coalition); became WCC in 1984

c/o Dr. Bridget Mary Meehan

5856 Glen Forest Drive

Falls Church, VA  22041

Telephone/Fax:  703-671-1972

Website: http://www.women-churchconvergence.org
Roman Catholic Women Priests 

Mission:   Largest international website on the ordination of women, created by Roman Catholic theologians

Founded in 1999 

Website: www.romancatholicwomenpriests.org
Women’s Alliance for Theology, Ethics and Ritual (WATER) 

Mission: An international community of justice-seeking people who promote 
the use of feminist values to make religious and social change.

Founded in 1983

8035 13th Street

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Telephone: 301-589-2509

Fax: 301-589-3150

Website: http://www.his.com/~mhunt
Women’s Ordination Conference 

Mission:   Works nationally, locally and internationally (in collaboration with the worldwide movement) for the ordination of women as priests and bishops in a renewed priestly ministry in the Roman Catholic Church

Incorporated in 1977

P.O. Box 2693 

Fairfax, VA 22031-0693 

Telephone: 703-352-1006 

Fax: 703-352-5181 

Website: http://www.womensordination.org
OTHER RESOURCES:

“The Archaeology of Women’s Traditional Ministries in the Church,” calendar series (2003, 2004, 2005) and notecards, available from irvincalendars@hotmail.com 

